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A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE BIRTH, 
LIFE AND DEATH OF THE APOS- 
TLE PAUL. 


(An Extract.) 


‘THIS eminent apofile, 
commonly called the apoftle 
of the Gentiles, is, in the new 
teftament, known both by 
his Hebrew name Saul, and 
his Roman name Paul. He 
was by birth, as well as _pro- 
feflion, a Jew, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, and of the fect of 
the Pharifees. He was born 
in Tarfus, the capital of Cili- 
cia, acountry of Afia Minor, 
He had a fifter, married at 
Jerufalem, whofe fon was of 
eminent fervice to him, dur- 
ing his fufferings for religion 
in that city. Of a number 
of his kinfmen, who embrac- 
ed the chriftian religion, he 
makes exprefs mention, in 
the conclufion of his epittle 
to the Romans. He, in ear- 
ly life, enjoyed fingular ad- 
vantages for the literary and 
religiouscultureandimprove- 
ment of his mind. ‘Tarfus, 
the place of his nativity, is 


faid to have been, at that 
time, the moft celebrated 
{chool in the world ; and, for 
polite literature, to have e- 
qualled, if not furpafled, A- 
thens and Alexandria. From 
Strabo, who lived in that 
age, the following account 
of it has been copied. ‘* The 
inhabitants of this place cher- 
ifh fuch a paflion for philofo- 
phy, and all the various 
branches of polite literature, 
that they have greatly ex- 
ceeded Athens and Alexan- 
dria, and every other place, 
in which there are fchoolsand 
academies for philofophy and 
erudition. But Tarfus dif- 
fers in this, that thofe, who 
here devote themfelves to the 
{tudy of literature, are almott 


all natives of the country— _ 


there are not many from for- 
eign parts, who refide here. 
Nor do the natives of the 
country continue here for 
life, but they go abroad to 
finifh their ftudies, and when 
they have perfected them- 
felves, they choofe to live in 
other places ; there are but 
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few who return home.” This 
obfervation of the hiftorian 
is exemplified in the fubfe- 
quent hiftory of our apoitle. 
After giving a lift of feveral 
eminent men, who, as _phi- 
lofophers, orators, poets, pro- 
feffors of the belles-lettres, 
flourifhed in this city, Strabo 
concludes his account in the 
following words. “But Rome 
can beft witnefs the great 
number of learned men, the 
natives of this city ; for it is 
full of learned men from Tar- 
fus and Alexandria.” In 
this city, fo celebrated for 
philofophy and {cience, Paul 
went through a courfe of 


Greek learning, and acquired | 
an acquaintance with its moft . 
elegant writers, whom we 


find him fometimes quoting. 
Having finifhed a courfe of 
liberal education in this city, 
he travelled abroad to perfect 
himfelf in the variousbranch- 
es of ufeful learning. His 
thirft for knowledge feems to 
be very great. He appears 
to have been a man of the 
fineft talents; of quick ap- 
prehenfion, great vivacity, 
and of fignal refolution. 
From Tarfus he removed to 
Jerufalem, to ftudy under 
Gamaliel, an eminent Jewifh 
doétor, under whofe tuition 
he made an uncommon pro- 
ficiency in the knowledge of 
the law, and the acquifition 
of Rabinical literature. Here 
he imbibed the ftrongeft pre- 


poffeflions in favour of the 
Mofaic conftitution, and the 
fulleft conviction of its au- 
thority. His violent zeal 
for the religion of his ancef- 
tors inftigated him to at- 
tempt, by every poflible 
method, to crufh the new 
born caufe of chriftianity in 
its very infancy. Prompt- 
ed by this violent precipi- 
tance, to which his venera- 
tion for the law tranfported 
him, he gave his ready fuf- 
frage for the death of the 
roto-martyr, Stephen, and 
ept the clothes of thofe, who 
{tripped themfelves to imbrue 
their hands in his blood. 
Thus blind, injudicious zeal 
hurried him on to the laft 
extravagances againft the 
chriftians. The profeffors of 
that religion he canleal ev- 
ery where with the moft im- 
placable fury ; forcibly en- 
tering private houtes, and, 
with unfeeling rage, drag. 


ging perfons of every age 


and fex to prifon. His mor- 
al character, in other refpects, 
was unexceptionable. For 
the fincerity and probity of 
his heart, he could appeal to 
God himéelf. He, as he him- 
felf afterwards informs us, 
acted ignorantly and in un- 
belief. Accordingly, in his 
mad and fanguinary career, 
he was not permitted to per- 
fift long. Concerning him, 

God had gracious defiens, 
and the feafon of their ac- 








complifhment was at hand. 
: Judea being too narrow to 
circum{icribe his zeal for per- 
fecuting the chriftians, he 
went tothe high prieft, and 
defired of him a commiffion 
to empower him to fupprefs 
the obnoxious caufe in other 
parts. This bloody mandate 
he eafily obtained. In pur- 
fuance of it he immediately 
fet out for Damafcus, breath- 
ing deftruction to the whole 
chriftian name. But, as he 
approached the city, he was 
fuddenly and finally ftopped 
in his mad and dangerous 
career. He received, in a 
manner trulyunexpected and 
extraordinary, the fulleft con- 
viction, that the caufe, he Ia- 
boured to exterminate, was 
the caufe of God. Striking 
proof of the fovereignty, the 
riches, the refiftlefs efficacy 
of faving grace! A moft cru- 
el, bloody perfecutor is im- 
mediately converted into a 
moft zealous,  fuccefsful 
preacher of chriftianity. In 
this facred caufe he now em- 
barked ; and with a fpirit 
and ardour which nothing 
could extinguifh,—with an 
intrepidity and fortitude, 
which perfecution and death, 
in all their horrid forms, ney- 
er could move, he propagat- 
ed it in the world ; migrat- 
ing from country to country, 
from city tocity, night and 
day, in feafon and out of 
feafon, teaching and incul. 
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cating the religion of Jefus—~ 
pafling through honour and 
difhonour, reputation and 
difreputation ; flandered, a- 
buf-d, calumniated, fcourg- 
ed, imprifoned, ftoned; yet 
accounting all thofe dread- 
ful fcenes as nothing, for the 
excellency of the knowledge 
of Jefus Chrift his Lord. 
Cheerfully did he fuffer the 
lofs of all his fecular advan- 
tages, and worldly emolu- 
ments, and temporal honors. 
Important, indeed, and di- 
verfified, are the incidents of 
the life and miniftry of this 
famous apoftle. What a fe- 
ries of extraordinary dan- 
gers, and no lefs extraordi- 
nary deliverances ! 

As Paul had appealed to 
Cefar, it is probable, that he 
was, foon after his arrival in 
the capital, brought before 
him. The indulgence he ex- 
perienced in the city, where 
he was allowed to live in his 
own hired houfe, for two 
years, has been fuppofed to 
have been owing to the in- 
formation which Julius, the 
captain of the guard, gave - 
concerning the occurrences 
of the voyage; in which thé, 7 
apoftle had performed “mie 
raculous cures at Melita, and ~ 

rediéted both the lofs of tie 
thio, and the prefervation of 
the pafiengers, Whither the 
apoftle went at the expira- 
tion of thefe two years, when 
he obtained his liberty, is not 

































> —F  e~e —_—-- a o 
. * 


: 


iN 








6 Birth, Life and Death of the Apoftle Paul. 


certainly known. Some have 
fuppofed that he travelled in- 
to Spain, if not into Britain, 
preaching the gofpel. Others 
have imagined it more prob- 
able, that he continued in 
Rome, the centre of the em- 
pire, where there was a gen- 
eral concourfe of people from 
all quarters ; which rendered 
it the moft eligible fituation 
for propagating chriftianity, 
and receiving intelligence 
concerning the ftate of the 
churches in the various quar- 
ters of the world. 

This illuftrious champion 
for the chriftian caufe is fup- 
poled to have fealed his tef- 
timony with his blood, and 
received the crown of mar- 
tyrdom in the cruel perfecu- 
tion, which was raifed by the 
bloody Nero, on occafion of 
the burning of Rome; con- 
cerning which, Suetonius 
and ‘Tacitus have informed 
us. ‘This perfecution com- 
menced in the year of our 
Lord, 64. Concerning the 
occafion and oftenfible reafon 
of the burning of the city, 
hiftorians are not fully a- 
greed. Some fuppofe that 
Nero, that monfter of men, 
in his wanton cruelty, fet fire 
to the city, that he might 
enjoy the glory of rebuilding 

and calling it by his own 
n ame. But Suetonius, in his 
life of Nero, informs us, that 
when a certain perfon in 
converfaticn faid, “Foraught 


I care, when I am dead, the 
world may be fet on fire ;” 
the tyrant replied, “it fhall 
be done while I am living.” 
Immediately after, he deviled 
methods to carry his execra- 
ble purpofe, fo far as it relat- 


ed to Rome, into execution. 


This horrible conflagration 
continued for no lefs than 
fix days and feven nights; 
confuming a great number 
of temp les and other ftate ‘ly 
edifices, as well as the habit- 
ations of private citizens ; 
many of whom perifhed in 
the flames. This awful fcene, 
the bare recital of which 
fhocks humanity, the mon- 
{ter beheld with pleature, 
from alofty turret ; and, di- 
verting himfelf, as he exprefl- 
ed it, with the beauty of the 
flame, drefled in the habit 
which he ufually wore on 
the ftage, fung a poem, call- 
ed, The Deftruétion of Troy. . 
Having perpetrated this vil- 
lany, he had the audacity to 
charge it on the chriftians ; : 
that he might exercife his 
crutelties upon them, under 
the plaufible pretext of juf- 
tice. 

His ingenuity the tyrant 
racked to invent fucha vari- 
ety of exquifite tortures as 
were moft congenial to_ his 
own favage difpofition. Some 
were wrapped in the fkins 
of wild beafts, to be devour- 
ed by dogs; others were 
daubed with inflammable 


matter, and, at the clofe of 
the day, {et on fire like torch- 
es, to give light to paflen- 
wer ; ‘while Nero himfelf, 
who drove about wantonly 
in his chariot, increafed their 
mifery by mockery and de- 
rifion. As it is probable, that 
this perfecution raged as far 
as the Roman authority it- 
felf extended, the number of 
victims muft have been im- 
menfe. But that almigh- 
ty Saviour, who holds in 
his handsthe reigns of uni- 
verfal government, caufed 
the very fury of the perfe- 
cutors te promote the inter- 
efts of chriftianity. Amidft 
their dreadful fufferings, he 
enabled the chriftians fo to 
demonftrate the invincible 
energy of his religion, that 
they even gloried. in their 
tribulations. , 

To the perfecuted church 
acceilions were, day after 
day, made. Even in the 
family of the cruel Nero, Paul 
had feals of his miniftry. He, 
we are told, was happily 1 in- 
ftrumental in the converfion 
of a favorite concubine; who, 


afterwards, declining the em- 


peror’s company, he formed, 
and fpeedily executed, the 
murderous purpole of put- 
ting the apoitle to death. 
As this eminent martyr was 
led to the place of execution 

two of his guard, we are in- 
formed, were converted, 
and fuifered martyrdom a 
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few days afterwards. He 
finifhed his triumphant courfe 
at a place called the Salvian 
waters; and was buried on 
the way of Oftium. Over his 
grave a magnificent church 
was afterwards built, which 
remains to this day.” 


——— 


RETRIBUTIVE PROVIDENCE; 


4 Story, calculated to warn parents 
againft giving, while hving, all their 
eftates to their children 3 and children 
againft abufing, or negleding ther 
aged parents. 


In a large manufacturing 
city there lived a gentleman, 
by ‘the name of Jones, who 
was a friend and father to 
thenumerous artizans he em- 
ployed in his bufinefs. When 
he returned home, he found 
a woman who had already 
waited for him above half 
an hour. She moft earneftly 
entreated him to vifit old 
Martin, one of his weavers, 
becaufe he had been treated 
very inhumanly by his fon, 
who had left him to ftarve 
ina garret. What! a fon 
let a father die with hunger ? 
afked Mr. Jones, quite fhock- 
ed; and, without faying 
a word more, he follow- 
ed the woman, who conduét- 
ed him to the poor man. Af- 
ter having mounted up three 
, pair of fiairs, he found him 
in the moft wretched ftate : 
old age had rendered him fo 
infirm, that he was unable to 
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get out of his bed; and this 
bed {carcely deferved the 
name of one, for it only con- 
fifted of rags and a few old 
cufhions, with not miore than 
a handful or two of feathers 
in them. What! do you 
come yourfelf? cried the 
wretched grey headed matt, 
as foon as he difcovered him. 
Ah! will you help me? You 
fee now how cruelly my 
eracelefs fon has treated me ! 
To gave him my houfe, with 
only this condition, that he 
fhould maintain me till my 
death ; but no fooner had 
he the houfe fecure, than he 
ufed me like a dog; he turn- 
ed me oat of iy ‘room, and 
only allows me this mifera- 

le garret, where I am almoft 
frozen with cold. He eats 
with his wife every day good 
roaft or boiled meat, and on- 
ly fends me bread and cheefe, 
or fome cold {craps ; and, as 
if this was not enough, I am 
obliged to wait till three or 
four o’clock before I can get 
a morfel, and when he brings 
me fomething, he gives it me 
with the moit cutting words; 
he has even faid, that he is 
tired of me—that he could 
not any longer nurfe me— 
that I had lived Jong enough, 
and that it was time that I 
fhould leave the world. Oh! 
Mr. Jones, itis hard to hear 
fuch things from a child, 
whom I have brought up 
from his infancy, and put in 


4 way to earn an honeft live: 
lihood. 

Mr. Jones trembled in ev- 
ery limb when he heard this. 
I could not have believed 
that theré was a montter in 
the world, with fuch a hard 
lieart, faid he, as to abandon 
a father, who had been care- 
ful to nourifh and educate 
him during his childhood. 
Defire the man to come up 
here, continued he, angrily, 
to the woman who had con- 
conduéted him. 

He came up with a fero- 
cious look, and Mr. Jones 
dfked him, very folemnly, 
whether he was not afraid 
that God would punifh him 
for leaving his father, his 
greateft benefactor, in want 
and forrow ? Why, replied 
the rude man, I have chil- 
dren of ny own to fupport, 
and I have enough to do to 
procure them bread ; I know 
not where it is to come from, 
if this old man muft always 
have fome dainty to devour ; 
indeed, it is impoflible for any 
man to bear with him. When 
he is in our room, he finds 
fault with every thing; fome- 
times he {colds about this, 
fometimes about that. I do 
not like to have in my houfe 
fuch noife and vexation; I 
will be matter here. 

The old man interrupted 
Thomas; faying, ‘Thomas, 
what are you talking about ? 
Do you not kgow that the 
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houfe is mine? Have I, your 
father, deferved this of you? 

Well, what right have you 
to fay fo much, anfwered 
the hard hearted man, you 
did not ufe your father much 
better ; for our neighbours 
have not failed ‘to tell me, 
what an undutiful fon you 
were in your youth. Do 
you {till recollect how you 
gathered thefcraps from your 
table, for your poor father, 
which other people gave to 
their dogs? 

The grey headed man 
trembled with remorfe when 
he heard thefe bitter re- 
proaches, and groaned out, 
O God—Thou art ju/t. 

Mr. Jones then defired this 
ungrateful fon to leave the 
room, and afked the old 
man, whether the accufation 
which his fon had brought 
againft him was juit? A 
fiream of tears ftarted from 
his eyes at the queftion. Ah, 
woe is me! anfwered he, it 
is but too true! I had alfo 
my old father in my houfe, 
and, becaufe he for fome 
years lay bed-ridden, and 
could no longer earn any 
thing, I was weary of fup- 
porting him, and indeed of- 
ten let him fuffer want—-and 
oh! I now remember that I 
fometimes ufed very hard 
words when I {poke to the 
old man, my father. Here, 
B 
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upon thefe flocks, where I lie, 
he alfo laid for three years, 
till he died in the greateft 
mifery.—Yes, now I fee that 
my behaviour to my poor 
old father deferved this pun- 
ifhment. 

Unhappy man, faid Mr. 
Jones, how could you be fo 
cruel as to abandon your fa- 
ther ? Did you never think 
how much trouble he had 
with you in your infancy ? 
Did you not know then, that 
God fees all, and that he is 
jutt ? that he returns to every 
man what he has merited ? 
that he rewards the good, 
and punifhes the; wicked ? 
Could you expeét your fon 
to become good, when you 
yourfelf were wicked? See 
in all this the juftice of God 
—bear patiently with the 
punifhment you have deferv- 
ed—and pray to God to have 
miercy on you: mean while 
I will endeavour to foften 
your mifery as much asi can 
—and if you fhew that you 
truly repent, God may per- 
haps foften your punifhment. 
Saying fo, Mr. Jones left the 
old man, whofe tears flowed 
faft, as he begged God to 
pardon him, and went to 
{eek for his fon. 

{Javing found him, he 
fpoke very forcibly to him, 
aid afked him whether he 
did not hope to live to be 
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old; and whether he did not 
fear that his children might 
treat him, in the days of his 
weaknefs, as he now treated 
his old father? Headded, that 
the God, who now punifhed 
his father’s fins, would alfo, 
in his own time, certainly 
punifh him. For of this he 
ought to be convinced, fince 
no san could efcape the chaf- 
tifement of the all wife and 
juftGod ; and growing itill 
warmer, he continued, that 
if he did not, that very day 
bring his old father into a 
warm chamber, and procure 
him a good bed, and fufh- 
cient nourifhment and at- 
tendance, he would take no 
more notice of him, and nev- 
er give him any more em- 
ployment ; for i/ a man was 


fo-wicked as to be ungrateful 


to his parents, he foould never 
expect him to act honeftly to- 
wards other men. Thefe words 
were like a loud thunder 
clap to the hard heart of the 
fon, and frightened him into 
a promife, that he would be- 
have better to his father in 
future. Which promife he 
fo far fulfilled, that the con- 
dition of the miferable old 
man was foftened, fo that he 
did not fuffer for neceflaries ; 
but his heart was continually 
torn with the keeneft remorfe 
tor his treatment of his old 
father. 


AN EXTRACT FROM A NEW YEAR’S 
SERMON, FOR 1806, ON Jos 
xxxvi. ll. se THEY OBEY AND 
SERVE HIM, THEY SHALL SPEND 
THEIR DAYS IN PROSPERITY, AND 
THEIR YEARS IN PLEASURES. 


As we are, through the di- 
vine diftinguifhing goodnefs, 
{pared in life, to fee and en- 
ter upon another, anew year, 
and fo have a profpect of liv- 
ing longer in this probation- 
ary y ftate ; ; it may be a proper 
feafon, for ferious reflection, 
for holy mourning, for ar- 
dent fupplications to God, 
and for forming pious and 
fixed refolutions of living the 
re{t of our time, whether it 
be longer or fhorter, not un- 
to ourfelves, but to the glory 
of our great Creator and 
kind Preferver. 

When we look back upon 
the year, now gone; we find 
that multitudes of our fellow 
mortals, in one place and a- 
nother, have been cut off 
from this life, by the relent- 
Jefs hand of death ; and, fome 
of them, in a very fudden and 
affecting manner! having no 
ufual prefage or particular 
warning of the folemn event! 
Death has overtaken them 
unawares—has come upon 
them by furprize, and they 
have, in amoment, gone down te 
the grave ! Thefe inftances 
of fudden death have been, 
it is thought, unufually fre- 









guent, in the courfe of the 
year paft. Our ears have 
been repeatedly and often ac- 
cofted with the melancholy 
tidings of fellow-beings, in- 
ftantly fummoned out of 
time into eternity. Thefe 
deaths ‘are folemn warnings 
to the living, to realize on 
what an uncertain tenure hu- 
man life isheld, and how vatt- 
ly important it is, to be in 
continual readinefs for death! 
We find, in particular, a con- 
fiderable number of perfons, 
taken from among ourfelves 
—from the embraces of their 
near friends; and gone, gone, 
alas! to return no more! 
We fhall go to them, but they 
fhall not return to us. 

When we lookback on the 
year, now gone ; we fee caule 
of gratitude and praife to 
God, for many mercies re- 
ceived; andenjoyed. We fee 
caufe, alfo, of mourning and 
grief, not only on account of 
the lofs of friends; but, on 
account of the mifimprove- 
ment of time and talents, of 
privileges and advantages, 
and of the affecting and {ol- 
emn events of Providence, in 
which God has pafled before 
us; on account of the abufe 
of divine patience and good- 
nefs, the negtects of duty and 
defects in duty, the commif- 
fons of fin, and the open acts 
of profanenefs and rebellion 


Extra@ from a New Year's Sermon il 


againft God, which hate ap- 
peared in the lives of many ! 
And, therefore, what caufe 
have we, at the prefent mo- 
ment, of humiliation and re- 
pentance, and of being - ar. 
dent in our fupplications to 
the throne of divine grace for 
pardoning mercy, for renew- 
ing grace,and for help from 
God in all our times of need! 

When we confider, that 
we are now brought to the 
beginning of a new year, and 
have fome, though {flender 
and uncertain, profpeéts of 
living longer on the earth; 
let us all be awakened to a 
fenfe of duty and obligation 
to God. Let us be fired 
with holy and pious refolu- 
tions of living henceforth in 


fome meafure anfwerable to. 


the goodnefs of almighty 
God, in our creation, prefer- 


— and redemption; in 


Sime good meafure anfwera- 
ble to our birth in a chrif- 
tian land ; to our privileges 
by the gofpel; and to our 
hopes of immortality and 
glory by Jefus Chrifl{ 

O let us not be difobedient, 
ungrateful, rebellious workers 
of iniquity—whofe end is de- 
firuction ! but let us cheer- 
fully obey and ferve . our 
God and Redeemer, that we 
may /pend sur days in prof- 
perity, and our years in pleaf- 
ures '—AMEN. P. & 
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12 Remarks on the Fifth Chapter of the II. Kings. 


EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL RE- 
MARKS ON THE FIFTH CHAPTER 
OF THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS. 


( Continued from page 228, Vol. I.) 


In our laft number we left 
Naaman, fleeing from the 
houfe of Ehiha in a rage, ex- 
prefling his contempt of di- 
vine authority, and declaring 
his determination to difre- 
garda divinecommand. But 
he had not proceeded far, be- 
fore he reccived a gentle, yet 
pointed rebuke from his at- 
tendants. ‘* And his fervants 
came near, and fpake unto 


him, and faid ; ‘ my father, 


if the prophet had bid thee 
do fome great thing, would- 
eft thou not have done it? 
how much rather then, when 
he faith to thee, wafh, and 
be clean ?”—How aptly may 
this reproof be addrefled to 
all, who poflefs the haughty 
and unfanctified fpirit of N 

aman—to all, who avowedly 
reject the grace of Ged, which 
bringeth falvation, or proudly 
call in queftion the propriety 
of any of hiscommands ! To 
fuch we may fay, if you now 
felt the juft punifhment and 
natural confequences of all 
your fins, prefling upon you ; 
would you not earnefily 
{trive to obtain the {malleft 
hope of falvation—would 
you not readily obey the mott 
difficult commands, which 


the Almighty could impofe? 


How much rather, then, 
when he faith unto you, re- 
ceive him, whom I have fent, 
and enjoy life everlafting—re- 
pent, and be forgiven—believe, 
and live—obey, and receive @ 
crown of glory ? 

By the blefling of Heaven, 
the reproof of his fervants 
produced the defired effect 
on the temper and conduct of 
Naaman. “ Then went he 
down and dipped himfclf 
feven times in Jordan ; and 
his flefh came again like unto 
the flefh of a little child, and 
he was clean.”’—'T his fudden 
removal of his difcafe was 
an unufual and miraculous 
event ; but the inftantaneous 
change of his heart from a 
{tate of oppofition to the law 
ot God, is an event common 
to every penitent believer. 
The moment his. proud heart 
was humbled—the moment 


he became fubmiflive to the 


divine will—the moment he 
gave him(felf up to the entire 
direction of Heaven, that mo- 
ment he began a new life— 
that moment he became @ 
new creature. Thus. fudden 
is the converfion of every 
converted finner. ‘There is 
{ome known or unknown peri- 
od in the life of every faint, 
when he firft had devout 
thoughts--when he firit felt 
ferious impreflions---whe 
he firft experienced a holy 
exercife of the will-—when 









he firft began to act upon 
religious principle. ‘Though 
fanctification is the work of 
an age; yet regeneration is 
the act of amoment. Tho’ 
holinefs in man is progref- 
five ; yet the beginning of 
that holinefs is neceflarily in- 
ftantaneous.—Nor is this /ud- 
den change a /mall change. 
For there is an efential dit- 
ference in heart between 
thofe, who have this holinefs 
even in the loweft degree ; 
and thofe, who have it not— 
between thofe, who have the 
{malleft portion of that fear 
of the Lord, which is the be- 
ginning of wifdom ; and thofe, 
who live without God in the 
qworld—between thofe, who 
fincerely refolve and earneftly 
{trive againft all iniquity, 
though often overcome by 
temptation ; and thofe, who 
WILLINGLY obey the lujfts of 
the flesh, and aét without any 
confcientious regard to the 
authority of God—inaword, 
between a real faint, howev- 
er imperfect; and an unre- 
generate finner, however free 
from great tranfgeflions and 
tpen wickednefs. ‘The one 
is on the road to deftrudtion ; 
the other is in the path of 
life. The one is friving a- 
gainft the holy fpirit ; the oth- 
er is refijting the devil. The, 
one is a fervant of mammon ; 
the other a fervant of God. 
The one is ireafuring up unto 
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bimfelf wrath againft the day 
of wrath ; the other is work- 
ing out his own falvation with 


fear and trembling —A man, - 


who has commenced a chrif- 
tian courfe, though he has 


yet advanced in it a fingle - 


{ftep only, is neverthelefs in 
anew way. He has turned 
his back on his companions 
in fin; and he and they, 
though near to each other, 
are travelling in oppofite di- 
rections. Accordingly, the 
{criptures reprefent the 
change, which is wrought by 
repentance, as a great change. 


The fubject of it is faid to be 


born again—to be raifed from 
the dead—to be created anew. 
Nor is this figurative lan- 
guage too ftrong to denote 
the change of views, defires, 
motives, and purfuits, which 
the very beginning of relig- 
ion in the foulimplies. When 
man begins to be religious, 
has‘new views; the things 
of religion appear to him to 
be things real and important 
—he has new defires ;feein 
the beauty of holinefs and 
the deformity of fin, he de- 
fires to be holy as well as 
happy, and free from fin as 
well as punifhment—he has 
new motives of action; in 
every thing he regards the 
glory of God, and ¢/eems all 
his precepts concerning all things 
to be right—he has new em- 
ployments ; he begins a life 
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of devotion ; and, could we 
fee him in his clofet, and dif- 
cern the fecret exercifes of 
his foul, we might fay of 
him, as the Lord faid of Paul 
after his converfion, behold, 
he prayeth !—Reader, paufe, 
and examine yourfelf, wheth- 
er you be in the faith. But, 
while you remember the dif- 
ference between the regener- 
ate and unregenerate, do not 
confound regeneration with 
fanctification. Regeneration 
is the beginning of religion 
in thefoul; it is the very 
durning from fin unto holi- 
nefs. But fanctification is 
the inward growth of grace ; 
it frees from fin, and perfects 
in holinefs. A man, juft 
brought under the exercife 
of evangelical repentance, is, 
to ufe the language of {crip- 
ture, born again ; but, to ufe 
the fame language, he is 
yet a babe in Chrift. Bet 
he will have become a perfe 
man in the divine life, he 
mult be fed with the fincere 
milk of the word; and fora 
long time grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour, “fefus Chrife. 
Naaman, having humbled 
himfelf, followed the proph- 
et’s direction, and received 
the blefling of heaven, “ re- 
turned to the man of God, 
he and all his company, and 
came and ftood before him, 
and faid, now I know, that 





there is no God inall the 
earth, but in Ifrael; I pray 
thee, therefore, take a blefling 
of thy fervant. But he faid, 
as the Lord liveth, before 
whom I ftand, I will receive 
none. And he urged him 
to take it ; but he refufed.” 
—This offer of Naaman was 
certainly proper on his part. 
Nor would the receiving of 
a prefent have appeared to 
us improper in Elifha; for 
thofe, who minifter at the altar, 
muft live by the altar. But 
he probably had his reafons 
for refufing it. Poflefling a 
competency of the good 
things of this life, he did not 
need the talents of filver, the 
pieces of gold, and chang- 
es of raiment, which Naaman 
had brought from the Syrian 
palace. And being more 
zealous to promote the caufe 
of religion, than to accumu- _ 
late wealth, he was unwilling 
to do any thing, which might 
in the leaft diminifh the hap- 
py confequences, which were 
likely to follow the miracu- 
lous cure of the leper. He 
probably reafoned thus with 
himfelf :—* If I receive this 
prefent, it may be confider- 
ed, if not by Naaman, yet by 
fome of his attendants, as a 
reward'for hiscure. They 
may thence be impretied 
with the idea, that this won- 
derful cure was effected by 
the fkill of man, and not by 
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the power of God ; and thus 
be deprived of thofe religious 
reflections on the event, 
which might lead them to 
forfake their dumb idols, and 
worfhip the only living and 
true God.”—Happy would 
it be, if the minifters and 
profeffors of religion always 
acted with the fame prudence 
and zeal in their Mafter’s 
caufe ! Happy would it be, 
if their conduct never had 
the appearance of contradic- 
ting their profeflions! Hap- 
py would it be, if they would 
not only ftrive to be at peace 
among themfelves ; but walk 
with fo much circumfpection 
as tO maintain a good report 
even among them, which are 
without ! 

Upon the prophet’s refuf- 
ing the offered prefent, Na- 
aman made a requeft of him, 
which appears firange to us, 
who have been acquainted 
with the fpiritual worfhip, 
eftablifhed under the chrif- 
tian difpenfation.—** And 
Naaman faid, fhall there not 
then, I pray thee, be given 
to thy fervant two mules’ 
burthen of earth; for thy 
fervant will henceforth offer 
neither burnt offering nor 
facrifice unto any other god 
but unto the Lord ??—This 
idea, that the earth of Judea 
was the only earth, on which 
an altar might be raifed to 
the Lord, Jehovah, was not 


15 


confined to Naaman. Some 
of the Jews, as we are inform- 
ed by an ancient Jewifh writ- 
ter, had the fame belief. 
Such a belief feems indeed 
very naturally to have grown 
out of the practice of making 
vifiblefacrifices, together with 
the confideration of the pe- 
culiar manifeftations, which 
God was pleafed to make of 
himfelf to the children of If- 
rael. Buthe, who came to 
enlighten as well as redeem 
the world, hath taught us, 
that the true and acceptable 
worfhip of God is confined 
neither to Jerufalem, nor to 
the mountain of Samaria; 
but is common to all, in all 
parts of the earth, who wor- 
fhip in fpirit and in truth. 

In another requeft of Na- 
aman, together with the 
prophet’s anfwer, the pious 
reader, and the critical com-. 
mentator, have found diffi- - 
clllty. The requeit is this: 
“In this thing the Lord par- 
don thy fervant, that when 
my mafter- goeth into the 
houfe of Rimmon, toworfhip 
there, and he leaneth on my 


hand, and I bow myfelf in 


the houfe of Rimmon ; when 
I bow down mytfelf in the 
houfe of Rimmon, the Lord 
pardon thy fervant in this 
thing. And he faid unto 
him, go in: peace.”—What ! 
you ‘will afk, a man, jult heal- 
ed by miraculous power, and 
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converted to the worfhip of 
the Lord, Jehovah—a man, 
truly humbled before God— 
a man, voluntarily profefling 
his belief, that there is no 
god in all the earth, but the 
God of Ifrael—a man, refolv- 
ing henceforth to offer nei- 
ther burnt offering nor facri- 
fice to any god, but the Lord 
—a man, of this character, 
in the fame breath with his 
religious profeflions, afking 
permiflion to encourage idol- 
atry, and thereby continue 
in fin; and even receiving 
encouragement and fupport 
in this intended practice from 
a prophet of the Lord! Is 
this poflible? No; reader, 
this is not poflible; and is 
not, therefore, a proper con- 
ftruction to be put on the 
language of the facred hifto- 
ry. Naaman was either not 
fincere in his profefled inten- 
tion of ferving the Lord, and 
of courfe not (as we have 
fuppofed) a real convert to 
the true faith; or the indul- 
gence, which he claimed, was 
under hiscircumftances prop- 
er, and, therefore, did not 
imply a wifh to continue in 
fin. For it is certain, that 
no man can at the fame time 


ferve both God and mammon— 


that no perfon can at the 
fame time be both an impen- 
itent finner and a believing 
faint—that no bofom can at 
the fame time cherifh both 


pious refolutions and wicked 
defigns. Every good man, 
however weak and imperfect, 
will at leaft refolve well, de- 
fire to do good, and fincere- 
ly ftrive againft all iniquity. 
If, therefore, the requelft, 
Which Naaman made, had 
implied a wifh to be indulged 
in fin, it would have proved 
him a hypocrite in all his 
previous profeflions ; and the 
prophet, acting under the 
direction of that Being, who 
looketh on the heart, would 
have feverely reproved him. 
But, inftead of giving re- 
proof, “he faid unto him, 
goin peace.’ This anfwer 
furely proves the innocence 
of the requeft. We may, 
therefore, confider what fol- 
lows, as a paraphrafe both of 
the requeft and anfwer.— 
“ Naaman faid unto Elifha, I 
am fully convinced, that the 
Lord, Jehovah, is the only — 
proper object of religious 
homage. I am, therefore, 
refolved henceforth to wor- 
fhip no other God; for him 
only willl ferve. ButI have 
a cafe of confcience, which I 
wifh you to folve. As an 
officer in the court of the 
king of Syria, I am bound 
in duty to accompany the 
king, when he goeth to wor- 
fhip in the houfe of Rim- 
mon. Now fhall I refufe to 
difcharge this duty of my of- 
fice, or does the Lord re- 











quire me, to continue my 
obedience and allegiance to 
my king. And Elitha an- 
{wered, and faid unto him, if 

ou are indeed a fervant of 
the Moft High, whether you 
éat or drink, or whatever you 
do, doall for the glory of God. 
You mutt worfhip the Lord 
in the beauty of holinefs ; and 
by every mean endeavour to 
induce others to go and do 
likewife. But, if you can 
difcharge the duties of your 
office without idolatry, dif- 
charge them; for we are 
bound in all cafes, where we 
have not the exprefs prohi- 
bition of Heaven, to /ubmit 
to the powers that be, not only 
for wrath, but for confcience 
fake. Befide,if you contin- 
ue fimply to bow, that the 
king may lean his head upon 
your hand in the houfe of 
Rimmon, you will not only 
difcharge a civil duty, but, 
by keeping yourfelf free from 
idolatry, and preferving your 
prefent fituation in the Syri- 
an court, you will be able 
gradually to teachand explain 
the doctrine of one eternal 
Jehovah, and perhaps even 
the king may finally liften to 
your reafoning, and, forfak- 
ing thofe dumb idols, which 
are graven by art and man’s 
device, unite with you, and 
others inftructed by you, in 
worfhipping the King of 
_ Kings aad the Lord of lords. 
Cc 
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The word of the Lord of 
hofts unto you, therefore, is, 
go in peace.” —If we have giv- 
ena juft expofition of the 
paflage before us, no one can 
take encouragement from it, 
to continue purpofely in fin, 
with the hope of pardon. 
Indeed the very wifh to be 
free from the obligations of 
duty, and to be indulged in 
iniquity, is inconfiftent with 
areal love of God. A good 
man hates fin, becaufe it is 
an unholy thing. He hates 
it, and defires to avoid it, 
no lefs becaufe it is enmity 
againft God, ahan becaufe it 
merits his juft difpleafure, 
and naturally excludes the 
impenitent finner from his 
prefence forever. A true 
penitent, when he afks for- 
givenefs, never afks per- 
miflion to .continue in fin; 
but he prays as fervently to 
be delivered from the power, 
as from the condemnation, 
of fin ; and while he humbly 
feeks divine affiftance, he re- 
folves heartily and ftrives 
earnctftly, to refift temptation, 
and forjake every evil and falfe 
way.—Reader, that you and — 
I may thus pray, thus refolve, 
and finally triumph over all 
our {piritual enemies, may 
God, of his infinite mercy, 
grant, through Jefus Chritt, 
our Lord, to whoni be glory 
forever. AMEN, 
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NOTE OF THE EDITORS UPON THE 
FOREGOING REMARKS. 


Tue writer of the remarks ex- 
planatory and practical upon the hif- 
tory of Naaman, difcovers great in- 
genuity and liyelinefs of fancy in {pir- 
itualizing and accommodating, to the 
ufeof finnersinall ages, the moft prom- 
inent features in that ftory ; and has 
juttly obferved the exercifes of the pen- 
itent and impenitent heart. But we 
have our doubts whether more is not 
made of the ftory than was intended 
by the Holy Ghoft, and more than 
it will ftrictly juftify.: That Na- 
aman was an idolater, and poflefled 
of an impenitent and proud heart, 
there is the beft reafon to fuppofe. 
But whether this can be concluded 
from the circumftances of the ftory, 
or from the manner of his receiving 
and treating the direction of the 
prophet, is to us not foclear. It is 
true, it is capable of an accommoda- 
tion, and is ingenioufly improved by 
our correfpondent, to illuftrate the 
exercifes and conduct of thofe, re- 
{pecting the divine appointments in 
the means of grace, who have not 
their fpiritual fenfes exercifed, to 
difcern the things of the fpirit of 
God. And it isto us equally un- 
certain whether the exercifes and 
condu& of Naaman, after his yield- 
ing to the remonttrance of his ferv- 
ants, dipping himfelf in Jordan, and 
finding himielf reftored to health and 
foundnefs, afford evidence of the ac- 
tual regeneration and change of his 
heart. We findin Nebuchadnezzar, 
under the wonderful appearances of 
Ged for his fervants, acknwowledge- 
ments very fimilar to thofe of Na- 
aman ; but we fear they were not 
proof of the change of his heart, 
The criticiim and paraphrafe, which 
are ingenious, are more agreeable to 
fuch an idea than the moit obvious 
import of our common tranfation ; 
aud we hope they will be found e- 
yentually correct, 
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For the Magazine. 


THE SIN OF PRESUMPTION. 


Ir is often aflerted, that, 
in the law of Mofes, facri- 
fices were appointed for the 
fins of ignorance, but none 
for thofe of prefumption. 
In a certain fenfe, this is true; 
but, I apprehend, not in the 
fenfe, in which it is ufually 
underitood. It is not true, 
that facrifices were appointed 
only for fins of ignorance ; 
or forthofe only, which were, 
in a moderate degree, crim- 
inal. Leviticus vi. 2. Jf a 


foul fin and commit a tre/pafs 


againft the Lord, and lie unto 
his neighbour, in that which 
was delivered to him to keep, or 
in fellow/hip, or in a thing taken 

away by vislence, or hath de- 
ceived his neighbour ; or have 


found that which was loft, and 


lieth concerning it, and fwear- 
eth falfely ; in any of all thefe, 
that a man doteh ; finning there- 
in: then it fhall be becaufe he 
hath finned and is guilty, that 
he fhall reftore that which be 
took violently away, or the thing 
which he hath deceitfully, or 
that which was delivered him 
to keep, or the loft thing, which 
was found, or all that, about 
which he {wore falfely : - be Shall 
even reftore it in the principal, 
and fhall add the fifth part 
more thereto, and give it unte 
him to whom it appertaineth, in 
the day of his tref{pafs offering. 


And be fhall bring bis tre{pafs 














offering unto the Lord, a ram 
without blemifb, out of the flock, 
with thy eftimation, for a tref- 
pa/fs offering, unto theprieft ; and 
the prieft /hall make atonement 
for him before the Lord: and 
it fhall be forgiven him. 

The cafe hint fuppofed is 
not the cafe of a perfon fin- 
ning through ignorance, but 
of one knowingly fraudulent 
and perjured. Yet, for this 
perfon, facrifice was appoint- 
ed; on the offering of which 
facrifice, his fin was to be 
pardoned. 

But, does not the Mofaic 
law, faith the inquifitiveread- 
er, make a_ diftinétion be- 
tween finning prefumptuouf- 
ly and finning ignorantly? 


Is not the one unpardonable, fj 


and the other venial? I an- 
{fwer, that this diftinétion 
does not apply to moral con- 
duct in general, but. exclu- 
fively to the order and cer- 
emonies of worfhip. As the 
prefcribed worfhip was ex- 
ceedingly diverfifiedand com- 
plicated, it were not ftrange 
if, through error or forget- 
fulnefs, fome of the forms 
were not ftrictly obferved : 
a thing that would be very 
likely to happen, when the 
ritual fervice began, and the 
Ifraelitifh church was firft or- 
ganized. When any perfon, 
through ignorance, omitted 
any part of the prefcribed 
fervice, or performed it a- 
mifs, he was to be forgiven, 
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on his offering a facrifice. 
But if he did it pre/umptuou/- 
ly, if he careleisly omitted 
what he knew God required, 
there was no facrifice. He 
perifhed for his folly. 

That the prefumptuous fin» 
ning, mentioned by Mofes, 
was a breach of a pofitive re- 
quirement, and not of a mor- 
al obligation, will appear, if 
we attend to the xv. chap 
terof Numbers. After hav- 
ing prefcribed fundry offer- 
ings, the infpired lawgiver 
proceeds to fay : If ye have 
erred and not obferved all thefe 
commandments, which the Lord 
hath fpoken unto Mofes, even 
all that the Lord hath command- 
ed you, by the hand of Mofes, 
rom the day that the Lord com- 
manded Mofes, and hence for- 
ward among your generations : 
then it fhall be, if ought be com- 
mitted through ignorance, with~ 
out the knowledge of the congre- 
gation, that allthe congregation 
Shall offer one young bullock for 
a burnt offering, with a meat of- 
fering, a drink offering, and a 


jin offering. 


The fin here fuppofed is a 
fin of the whole congrega- 
tion; fome neglect or error 
of theirs, in their religious 
fervices. It is not to be pre- 
fumed, that the whole congre- 
gation, would, at any time, 
fall into the fame breach of 
moral obligation, either igno« 
rantly or prefumptuoufly. © ~ 

Mofes next proceeds to 
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make fimilar obfervations 
concerning individuals, who 
fhall fin ignorantly. ‘The 
tenor of his remarks is of the 
fame general import, as the 
tenor of thofe contained in 
the fourth chapter of Levit- 
icus, and well correfponds 
with the fuppofition we have 
made. He that finneth ig- 
norantly, is faid to fin againtt 
the Lord. Now, though all 
fin may be faid to be com- 
mitted againitthe Lord, yet 
there would be peculiar pro- 
priety in faying this of fome 
neglect, or difobedience in 
the immediate worfhip of 
God ; in the rites and cere. 
monies, according to which 
divine fervices were to be 
performed. . But the foul, that 
docth ought prefumptuou/ly, 
avhether he be born in the land, 
or a ftranger,the fame reproach- 


eth the Lord: and that foul 


Shall becut off from among his peo- 
ple. What is here meant, by 


reproaching the Lord, we \earn 
from the next verfe : he hath 


defpifed the work of the Lord : 


‘that is, defpifed, as trifling 


and infignificant, thofe cere- 
monies and rites, which the 
infinitely wife God has feen 
fit to prefcribe. JULIUS. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. 


( Continued from page 177, Vol. I.) 


Tue acquifition, therefore, 
of a fpirit of candour and be- 
nevolence among the difci- 


ples of Chrift, was abfolutely 
neceflary, to open the way 
for the advancement of his 
Kingdom. ‘This glorious 
event will, no doubt, be much 
accelerated by the complete 
overthrow of that power, 
which has fo long oppofed 
and exalted himfelf above all 
that is called Gop, or that 
is worfhipped. I will juft 
fubjoin, the extenfion of com- 
merce, in modern times, 
ferves further to prepare the 
way for a general reception 
of the gofpel. A free inter- 
courfe with thofe nations, 
who are fitting in darknefs, 
may gradually remove their 
prejudices, and, by the diffu- 
fion of knowledge, bring 
them to enquire into the na- 
ture and evidences of the chrif- 
tian religion. And while we 
pray that the Kingdom of Gop 
may come, in truth and fincers 
ity, we fhall be willing to 
contribute fome {mall portion 
of our fubftance, for the pur- 
pofe of fending the gofpel a- 
mong thofe who are perifh- 
ing for lack of knowledge. A 
Being, of infinite wifdomand: 
goodnefs, executes his pur- 
pofes by means and initru- 
ments. He employs ambaf- 
fadors to carry*the glad ti- 
dings of falvation to others. 
HE EXCITES PIOUS AND CHAR- 
ITABLE PERSONS TO ASSIST 
IN THIS NOBLE WoRK. While 
it is more BLESSED TO GIVE 
THAN TO RECEIVE, and while 








THE LORD LOVETH A CHEER- 
FUL GIVER, thefe benefactors 
to our infant Miffionary Soci- 
ety, will never lofe their re- 
ward in the prefent or the 
coming world, “ Acts of 
humanity and benevolence, 
as one obferves, efpecially 
when men’s immortal inter- 
efts are concerned, yield a 
fatisfaction of the pureft and 
nobleft kind. Doing good 
to the fouls and bodies of 
men conftitutes our faireft 
refemblance of the Father of 
mercies, and imparts a fatif- 
faction, which bears the near- 
eft likenefs to the felicity of 
God.” Neither God nor 
man require, that our chari- 
ty inany cafe fhould exceed 
our abilities. What you con- 
tribute, brethren and friends, 
who may read thefe lines, by 
aiding and fupporting our 
prefent periodical publication, 
though it may be {mall as the 
poor widow's two mites, will 
not efcape the notice of him 
that faid, this poor widow, of 
her penury, hath cafe in more 
than many others of their abun- 
dance. \ fhall conclude thefe 
imperfect remarks, with the 
words of a lively writer.* 
Speaking of the rapid {pread 
of the gofnel, he fays: 
“In the mean time, the chrif- 
tian religion, notwithftand- 
ing ail oppofition to the con- 
trary, was fpread through 


* Stackpole’s Hiftory of the Bi- 
ble, page 1049. 
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the greateft part of Europe, 
Afia and Africa, extended 
fromthe Briti/b lands to the 
fartheft Indies, and was eftab- 
lifhed, not only in cities and 
in populous places, but in 
towns and country villages, 
as Pliny in his letter teftifies. 
The four great cities of the Ro- 
man empire, Rome, <Alexan- 


dria, Antioch and ‘ferufalem, 
ufually ftyled  apoftolical 


churches, were governed by 
apoftolical men. Publius was 
at Athens, Polycarp at Smyrna, 
Onefimus at Ephsfus, and Pa- 
pias at Hierapolis, with many 
others of primitive integrity, 
in different places. 

“¢ Such was the fiate of the 
chriftian church in the be- 


ginning of the fecond centu-. 


ry; increafing and flourith- 
ing after a marvellous man- 
ner ; and though it wanted 
allhuman helps, though it 
had all the force and policy 
of the world bent againit it, 
growing by oppofition and 
oppreflion, and overbearing 
all the powers of earth and 
hell. "Wheres then /hall 
we liken the kingdom of God, 
and its wonderful increale, or 
with what comparifon fhall 
we compare it? There is ins 
deed fome refemblance of it 
in the prodigious fecundity of 
feeds, which, accordingly, 
our bleffed Saviour frequent- 
ly makes ufe of, to illuftrate 
jt ; but there is nothing par- 
allel to itin the hiftory of all 
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the religions which have ob- 
tained among men, from the 
beginning of the world, to 
this day ; and as this fhews 
that the original of it was 
from heaven, and that the 
hand of Omnipotence has all a- 
long guided and preferved it; 
fo it gives us a full affurance 
of hepe, that the fame divine 
providence will continue to 
protect and defend it, until 
we come unto Mount Sion, 
and unto the city of the liv- 
ing Gop, the heavenly Jeru- 
SALEM, and to an innumera- 
ble company of angels; to 
‘the general aflembly and 
church of the firft born, 
which are written in heaven; 
to Gop, the Judge of all; to 
Jefus, the Mediator of the 
new covenant; and to the 
{pirits of juft nien made per- 
fect. AMEN, AMEN.” 


ALONZO. 
—_— 


THE BROAD WAY. 
( Continued from page 187, Vol. I.) 


SINNERS, under the light 
ef the gofpel, continue wil- 
fully ignorant of its intereft- 
ing and all important doc- 
trines. If they have the 
{criptures in their pofleflion, 
they do not often read them. 
If they read the bible, they 
have no relifh for thofe parts, 
which defcribe the evil of 
fin, and the way of falvation. 
‘hey fcarcely notice. thofe 
paflages, which would fhew 


The Broad Way. 


them what they are, and 
what it is neceflary they 
fhould become, before they 
can inherit eternal life. 

The travellers in the broad 
way believe only fo much of 
what they read or hear, as 
accords with their own feel- 
ings and defires. They read- 
ily embrace the felf flattering 
fentiments of impoftors and 
apoltates ; but reject the felf 
denying doétrines of Chritt. 
The palpableinconfiftencies of 
deceivers they denominate 
reafon and truth ; while they 
impioufly pronounce the 
plain declarations of the 
gofpel unreafonable and falfe. 
They are unawed by the 
threatenings of God. They 
do not believe thefe threat- 
enings will be ftrictly execut- 
ed. They haveno fear that 
the way they are purfuing 
leads to deftruction ; or if 
they believe it does, they flat- 
ter themfelves they fhall be 
able to depart from it at any 
time. ‘They have no idea of 
the importance of immediate 
repentanceand holinefs. They 
believe that one cry for mer- 
cy, at however late a period, 
will procure their pardon. 
They think it will be time 
enough to call when the laft 
ray of light is glimmering on 
the lamp of hfe, and théy 
can enjoy the pleafures of fin 
no longer. If they believe 
repentance is neceflary to fal- 
vation, as they have often ex- 











perienced a kind of forrow, 
whichthey miftakefor contri- 
tion, they flatter themfelves 
that this work is in a great 
meafure accomplifhed. There 
isa wide difference between 
godly forrow, and that for- 
row, which is occafioned by 
the troubles which fin pro- 
duces. ‘The travellers in the 
broad way are often fome- 
what difheartened by the ca- 
lamities, which they fuffer ; 
but youwill not obferve them 
mourning for fin, forrowing 
that they have offended God. 
If at times their confciences 
are awakened, they {ftifle its 
convictions, quench the ftriv- 
ings of God’s Spirit, and rid 
themfelves of their uneati- 
nefs, by reforting to diflipat- 
ing amufements and finful 
gratifications. They know 
not what it is to labor and to 
feel heavy ladened with the 
burthen of fin. If at times 
they begin to feel its weight, 
the tempter and his emifla- 
ries, feconded by their own 
luits, fit the burthen fo exaét- 
ly to them, and help them to 
fo many contrivances for 
carrying it, that they foon 
forget they have any weight 
upon them. In defiance of 
the threatenings, in oppofi- 
tion to the entreaties of God, 
they choofe the way of fin. 
The gate is wide. The road is 
bread. ‘They fee nothing to 
impede their courfe. Tho’ 
many {nares are laid for them 
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in the way, fome are fo art- 
fully concealed, they are fo 
heedlefs of others, the temp- 
tations placed before them 
are fo alluring, that no expof- 
tulations nor warnings pre- 
vent them from rufhing im- 
petuoufly forward. The pur- 
fuit of thefe wretched travel- 
lers is pleafure. What an 
erroneous idea have they 
formed of happinefs! ‘They: 
look at the wine when it is red, 
when it giveth its colour in the 
cup, not confidering, that iz 
the end it biteth like a ferpent, 
and ftingeth like an adder. 


Carnal gratification is the ob- . 


jet of their purfuit. This 
they are refolved to obtain. 
But where does the broad 
road end * It leads to deftruc- 


tion, to the utter extinction’ 


of all enjoyment, to unutter- 
able woe. . 

Reader, behold the end of 
the ungodly. Can you en- 
dure the theught of becom- 
ing a fubject of eternal mife- 
ry ? If you are yet in the 
broad road, you are in the 
way toit. Ifyou continue 
in it, you will be ruiaed for- 
ever. Yet perhaps you are 
not alarmed. Delighted with 
fin, contented with the path 
you are purfuing, you are 
perhaps difpleafed, that I in- 
terrupt you for a moment 
with this admonition. If 
I were to fee you haftening 
without concern in a road, 


where I knew there were af: 
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faflins ready to take your 
lite, could I do lefs than fay, 
if you purfue that path, 
cannot efcape? Shall I not, 
then warn you of a danger 
infinitely greater ? 

If you continue to purfue 
the broad way, you mutt 
perifh forever. Your fins 
are the murderers of your 
foul. ‘Their thoufand dag- 
gers are aimed againit you. 
Will you rufh upon their 
points, when you have nei- 
ther helmet, fhield, breatt- 
plate, nor fword, from the 
gofpel armory, and when 
there is none in all that way 
to help you? But you are 
not merely addrefled by 
an earthly monitor. ‘The 
compaflionate God, whodoth 
not defire the death of fin- 
ners, calls you to repentance. 
Lurn ye, turn ye, why will ye 


die. N. 
}—— — - 


For the Magazine. 
FROM M‘KENZIE’S VOYAGES, ce. 


Tuts author refided eight 
years at fort Chepewyan, in 
the north-weft part of Amer- 
ica, north latitude 58° 38’, 
weft longitude 110° 26/.— 
Speaking of the Chepewyan 
Indians, he fays : 

“* ‘The notion which thefe 
people entertain of the crea- 
tion, is of a very fingular na- 
ture. They believe, that, at 
the firft, the globe was one 
vait and entire ocean, inhab- 


ited by no living creature, 
except a mighty bird, whofe 
eyes were fire, whofe glances 
were lightning, and the clap- 
ping of whofe wings was 
thunder. On his defcent to 
the earth,* and touching it, 
the earth inftantly arofe, and 
remained on the furface of 
the waters,” 

Does not this bear fome 
faint refemblance to thoie 
words of Mofes, in the firft 
chapter of Genefis, And the 
earth was without form and 
void ; and darknefs was on the 
face of the deep. And the fpirit 
of God moved on the face of the 
waters ? 

The following fentences 
clearly fhow that fome facts 
recorded in the Mofaic Hif- 
tory, are not entirely un- 
known to thefe favages. 

“ They believe, alfo, that 
in ancient times, their ancef- 
tors lived till their feet were 
worn out with walking, and 
their throats with eating.” 
This feems but a barbarous 
method of exprefling the 
great longevity of thofe who 
lived before the flood. This 
laft event is exprefsly an ob- 
ject of their belief. 

‘“‘ They defcribe a deluge, 
when the waters {pread over 
the whole earth, except we 
higheft mountains, on the 
tops of which, they preferv- 
ed themifeives.”’ 


* i, c. To this vaft ocean or globe 
of water. 








.. This is new proof, that 
coene belief in an univerfal 
flood may be traced out a- 
mong all nations. 

AN OBSERVER. 








EXTRACTS FROM A DISCOURSE, 
FROM EXODUS XX. 8. REMEM= 
BER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT 
HOLY. 


(Continued from page 123, Vol. £. ) 


AGREFABLE to the exprefs 
command of Gop, the fev- 
enth day of the week was ob- 
ferved,, as an _holy fabbath, 
by God’s ancient people, un- 
til the refurrection of Chrift. 
The fabbath was then chang- 
ed from the feventh to the 
firft day of the week. In 
this chriftians are generally 
agreed. But what evidence 
is there, that the fabbath was 
changed tothe firft day of 
the week? .. . 

It is evident from the ac- 
complifhment of ancient 
prophecy, and from the ex- 
ample of Chrift after his ref- 
drrettica, dnd from the ex+ 
ample of the apoftles and 
primitive chriftians. 

_ There were predictions of 
the change of the fabbath, 
the time when, and the reaf- 
on why. it fhould be chang- 
ed. The firft prediction I 
would refer toisin thecxvitt. 
Pfalm, 22, 23, 24. The ftone 
which the builders refufed is 
become the head ftone of the 
corner. This isthe Lord’s do- 
BD 
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ing ; ; it is marvellous.in our 
eyes. This is the day which the 
Lord hath made ; we will re- 
joice and be glad i mie. 
This pafiage of {eri ipture, 
the learned, among the Jews, 
acknowledged, referred to 
the Meffiah. But fcripture 
is the beft interpreter of {crip- 
ture.. The new teftament 
is the moft infallible inter- 
preter of many parts of the 
old teftament... In. Adts rv. 
10, 11, we find this paflage of 
the Pralmitt exprefsly applied 
to our Lord. Jefus Chrift. 
The apoftle Peter, when he 
had given offence to the ru- 
lers of the Jews, by the mira- 
cle, which he wrought on the 
poor cripple, fays, Be it known 
unto you all, and to all the peo- 
ple of Irael, that by the name of 
n efus Chrift of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God ‘railed 


Jrom the dead, even by bim doth 


this man fland here before Poe 
whole. This is the ftone, which 
was fet at naught of you build. 
ers, which has became the head 
of the corner. Here is an ex- 
planation of the prophecy, 
quoted from cxvi. Pfalm. 
We learn from.: the apoftle, 
that Chrift was thisftone, and 
when it was that he was fet 
at naught, and by whom, viz. 
by the rulers of the Jews—by 
you builders, fays Peter. He 
was defpifedand fet at naught 
by them, when they gave him 
up to be crucified. He bée- 
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came the head ftone of the 
corner, when he was railed 
from the dead. His refur- 
rection was the crowning ev- 
idence of his being the Mef- 
fiah. He had now finifhed 
his work of fuffering, and 
was become the chief corner 
ftone of the church of God. 
Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock will I build my church, and 
the gates of hell {hall not prevail 
againft it. This is the day, 
which the Lord hath made, 
fays the Pfalmift, in the paflage 
before cited. What day? 
The anfwer is, the day on 
which Chrift became the 
head ftone of the corner; 
that is, the day on which he 
arofe from the dead. The 
words of the Pfalmift ftand 
thus: The fone which the 
builders refufed is become the 
head j/tone of the corner. This 
is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. This 
is the day which the Lord hath 
made, ** or which he hath 
chofen for himfelf ;”” we will 
rejoice and be glad in it ; wor- 
fhip the great Redeemer, and 
commemorate his dying 
love. Here is pretty ftrong 
evidence, or a clear predic- 
tion, that the day, on which 
Chriit arofe from the dead, 
was to be obferved asa day 
of worfhip under the gofpel 
difpenfation. 

There is another predic- 
tion of the Meffiah and his 
reft, Lfaiahxi.10, And in that 


day there fhall be a root of Feffe, 
which fhall ftand for an enfign 
of the people; to it fhall the 
Gentiles feek, and his reft fhall 
be glorious. It appears from 
this prediction, that when 
the Meffiah fhould come, he 
would introduce a reft, or 
fabbath. The apoftle Paul 
fays, Heb. 1v. 9, Thereremain- 
eth therefore a reft to the peoe 
ple of God ; or a fabbath, as 
the Greek exprefles it. or 
he that entered into his reft, 
hath alfo ceafed from his own 
works, as God did from his. 
10. Herethe apoftle feems 
to refer to the pafiage of the 
prophet, above quoted. And 
he evidently runs a parallel 
between God’s refting from 
his work of creation, and the 
Redeemer’s refting from his 
work of redemption. God 
refted from his work of cre- 
ation, and thereby fanctified 
a fabbath under the old tef- 
tament; fo bya like reafon 
we may fuppofe, that the 
Redeemer, when he refted 
from his work of redemption 
in this world, would fanctify 
a fabbath under the new tef- 
tament. Hence alfo the a. 
poftle infers, that there is a- 
nother fabbath appointed for 
the people of God, different 
from that which was infti- 
tuted under the law. And 
the enquiry now is, when 
Chrift ceafed from his work, 
and entered into his reft ? 
The anfwer is, when he arofe 








from the dead. Then he 
finifhed his work of fuffer- 
ing, and firft appeared in his 
exalted ftate. Then he en- 
tered into his reft. This 
then is the chriftian fabbath. 
And as the fabbath was at 
firft commemorative of 
creation, fo the chriftian fab- 
bath branches out into a 
double line, commemora- 
tive of God’s work of crea- 
tion, and the Redeemer’s 
work of redemption. And 
chriftians are required to 
keep the fabbath in memory 
of both. The firft arifes 
from the grand foundation 
of all natural religion; the 
latter is to be obferved in re- 
membrance of Chrift and 
falvation by him, which is 
the grand fubject of gofpel 
revelation. Hence it appears, 
from the fulfilment of proph- 
ecy, that the fabbath was 
changed to the firft day of 
the week, when Chrift arofe 
from the dead. 

And the example of Chrift 
after his refurrection, the 
practice of the apoftles and 
primitive chriftians, confirm 
it. John xx.19. The fame 
day, at evening, being the firft 
day of the week, when the doors 
were fhut where the difciples 
vere affembled for fear of the 
jews, came Fefus and ftood in 
the midft, and faith unto them, 
peace be unto you. Here is an 
account of Chrift’s difciples 
aflembling for religious wor- 
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fhip on the very day of his 
refurrection, and of his ap- 
pearing in the midft of them, 
and pronouncing his blefling. 
And in verfe 26, itis faid, 
that after eight days, which, 
according to the Jewifh meth- 
od of computing time, brings 
it to the next firft day of the 
week, the difciples were a- 
gain aflembled together, and’ 
Chrift appeared to them a- 
gain, and pronounced his di- 
vine benediction upon them. 
A learned expofitor* gives 
this as a reafon of his thus 
appearingto them, viz. “ that 
he might put an honour up- 
on the frft day of the week, 
and give a plain intimation 
of his will, that it fhould be 
obferved in his church, as 
the chriftian fabbath; that 
is, the weekly day of holy 
reft and holy convocation. 
That one day in feven fhould 
be obferved, was an appoint- 
ment from the beginning ; 
and that in the kingdom of 
the Meffiah the firft day of 
the week fhould be that fol- 
emn day, this was indication 
enough, that Chrift on that 
day, once. and again, met his 
difciples in a religious affem- 
bly. And itis highly proba- 
ble that at his firft meeting 
he appointed to meet them. 
again that day fevennight, 
or the next firft day of the 
week, and alfo, that he ‘ap- 
peared to them every firft 
* Mr. Henry. : 
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day of the week, befides oth- 
er times, during his forty 
days continuance on earth.” 
We are told, in Acts 1. 3, that 


he was feen of them forty 


days, and inftruéted them in 
things pertaining tothe king- 
dom of heaven. And, doubt- 
lefs, he inftruéted them re- 
f{pecting the chriftian fabbath. 
We find, that the difciples 


and primitive chriftians, af- 


ter that, aflembled on the 
firft day of the week for re- 
ligious worthip. * 

The fealt of Pentecoft, 
mentioned in 11. of Acts, hap- 
pened on the firft day of the 
week. Here’ was a great 
concourfe of people ; and the 
Holy Spirit honoured the 
day, by making a vifible de- 
fcent, and »communicating 
his miraculous gifts. “And a 
difcourfe of Peter,confequent 
upon it, was blefled for the 
converfion of, 3000 fouls. It 
was on the firit day of the 
week that the firft converts 
after’ Chrift’s afcenfion were 
added to the church. ’ After 
this, Paul preached at Troas 
on the firft day of the week ; 
and the difciplescame togeth- 
er to break bread on: the 
firft day of the week. Paul 
directed the churches of Ga- 
Jatia and Corinth to make 
their collections for the poor 
faints on the firft day of the 
week. After this, the practice 
feems univerfally to have ob- 
tained among chriftians of 





the Gentiles, of obferving 
the firft day of the week as 
the chriftian fabbath, © ~ 

Here it may be afked, if 
the fabbath was changed 
from the feventh to the firft 
day of the week, why there 
was no particular command 
for it in the new teftament ? 
In anfwer to this, it may be 
obferved, that the circum- 
ftances, which attended the 
publication of the gofpel, will 
éafily account for the filence 
of icripture on this point. 
The gofpel was firft publith- 
ed to the Jews, who were 
very tenacious of their for- 
mer rights and privileges, 
but of none more fo, than 
their fabbath. Many of them 
were highly prejudiced a- 
gainit Chrift and the new 
difpenfation.. And’ wifdom 
and prudence required’ that 
the great change, which the 
new difpenfation would 
make, fho-'d be introduced 
gradually, as things would 
bear. The‘ apoftles were 
cautious left, by going too 
fait, they fhould raife needlefs 
prejudices. ‘They were cau- 
tious of oppofing the cere- 
monial laws of the Jews too 
far. In fome inftances they 
actually complied with them. 
They concluded, that this 
occafional’ conformity was 
moft advifable in this infant 
{tate ofthe church. Acts xv. 
29. ‘There was no part of 
their laws, which the Jews 











re rigoroufly adhered to, 
fhran ee law yefpedting the 
fabbath ; 3 and an immediate 
innovation in this refpect 
would haye greatly prejudic- 
edthem. It is not difficult 
then to account for the apof- 
tle’s not rigoroufly infifting 
uponan immediatealteration, 
and for his giving no exprefs 
command for the change of 
the fabbath. The apoftles 
and gentile converts Bh om 
ly obferved the firft day of 
the week as the fabbath. But 
it is highly probable that they 
indulged the Jewith chrit- 
tians in their ancient fabbath 
for a confiderable time, and 
did not infift upon their 
coming into an immediate 
alteration. The Jewith ce- 
conomy was not entirely a- 
bolifhed until the deftruction 
of the temple and Jerufalem. 
Saysthe learned Doddridge, 
“* One reafon why the aboli- 
tion of the feventh, and the 
obfervation of the firft day 
is no mare plainly declared in 
the new teftament, might be 
out of regard to the Jewith 
chriftians, who could not, 
without great difficulty and 
inconvenience, have come 
immediately into a_ total 
change, or ftrictly have ob- 
ferved both.” 

Thus it plainly appears, 
that the firft day of the week 
is the chriftian fabbath, and 
chriftians are under as great 
t not grams obmgations to 
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the due obfervation of it, as 
God’s ancient people were to 
obferve the feventh day as a 
fabbath. Although the fab- 
bath is changed from the 
feventh to the firft day, yet 
the morality of the fabbath 
is not, nor can be abolifhed ; 
but the obligation to the due 
obfervation of it remains in 
full force, and will do fo to 
the end of time. It is true, 
that many of the Jewifh rites 
and Fcriladen, being but types 
and fhadows, were done a- 
way when Chrift the fub- 
{tance came; yet the fabbath, 

being of a moral nature, is 
net done away, but is now 
to be celebrated on the firft 
day of the week, in honor 
of God and the great Re- 
deemer, who on this day a- 
rofe from the dead, and be- 
came the foundition” ftone, 
on which the church of God 
is built. 

How important is the chrif- 
tian fabbath? Jt is an high 
day, holy to the Lord, and hon- 
gurable. The command of 
infpiration is, Remember the 


fabbath day to keep it holy. 
‘There fhould be a remem- 


brance of the approach of the 
fabbath, and a preparation 
for the duties of it.- There 
dre private religious duties 
peculiar to the fabbath ; fuch 
as devout meditation and 
prayer; reading the holy 
word of God and other re- 
ligious books ; religious con- 
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verfation ; inftruCtion of chil- 
dren and fervants ; an entire 
refting from all unneceflary 
fecular bufinefs ; a refraining 
from allmirth and recreation, 

Public worfhip is 4 duty 
effential to the right keeping 
of the fabbath. ‘The Jews 
were required, at their peril, 
to attend the public wortfhip 
of Gop every fabbath day, 
cafes of neceflity excepted. 

Jesus Curist, who is the 
chriftian’s pattern, his difci- 
ples, and the primitive chrif- 
tians, conftantly aflembled 
for religious worfhip on the 
holy fabbath. And the a- 
poftolic injun@tion is, not te 
Sorfake the affembling yourfelvées 
together, as the manner of fome 
is. Let all then, as they re- 
gard the honour and glory of 
God, pay a fuitable regard to 
all the inftitutions of the 
chriftian religion, to the holy 
fabbath in a particular man- 
ner, andto allthe duties of 
it, both public and private, 
and endeavour to prevent 
every abufe of it. 

Sabbath profanation brought 
the judgments of God upon 
the children of Ifrael. Eze- 
kiel xx. And doesnot the 
ereat neglect of fabbath fanc- 
tification at this day expofe 
us tojudgments of heaven? 
And, unleis there be a vifible 
reformation in this refpect, 
what reafon can there be to 
expect that Gop will long 
forbear to execute upon us 


the dreadful threatenings, 
which he has denounced a- 

inft thofe, who pollute his 
abbath ? 


p—— 
For the Magazine. 


MESSRS, EDITORS, 

In your Magazine, No. 5, page 
192, we find a paragraph, which be- 
gins with remarking, that “A hyp- 
ocrite, without doubt, may be in 
great diftrefs on account of his fins, 
and earneitly defire pardoning mer- 
cy.” From this remark the follow. 
ing very important and interefting 
enquiry is deduced: * How fhall I 
be able to difcriminate between his 
feelings, and thofe which are excited 
by the faving influences of the Holy 
Ghoit ?” 

I looked into your 6th No. with 
a hope that I fhould meet fomething 
on that fubjeé&t from an abler hand 
than my own. But, finding no fo. 
lution of that cafe, ftated by your 
enquirer, the following obfervations 
were thrown together in a moment 
of hurry, and are now fubmitted to 
your decifion. If you fhall think 
the folution, which thefe remarks 
attempt to offer, in any degree fatif- 
factory, you will pleafe to infert them 
in your next number. 


FIDELIS, 


Iris an undeniable fact, 
that perfons may be the fub- 
jects of very great diftrefs 
and terror of mind, through 
apprehenfions of God’s 
wrath’ and fears of endlefs 
ruin, who have never been 
the fubjects' of faving con- 
verfion. It is equally certain, 
that all thofe who have been 
favingly converted, have had 
convictions of fin and guilt ; 
and that many fuch, from a 
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view of their juft defert of 
punifhment, have been the 
fubjects of great terrors of 
mind. It becomes then an 
object worthy our moft feri- 
ous attention to enquire, 
‘what there is in the exer- 
cifes of the true convert, 
which diftinguifhes them 
from thofe of the hypocrite?” 
If the above remarks are 
juit, then the difference does 
not confiftin fenfe of guilt, 
in fears of God’s wrath, or 
awful apprehenfions of ruin 
from the prefence of a fin 
revenging Judge. Judas 
and Job, Cain and David, 
hypocritical profeflors and 
penitent mourners in Zion, 
all agree in thefe views and 
exercifes. ‘* Then Judas, 
which had betrayed him, 
when he faw that he was 
condemned, repented himfelf, 
and brought again the thirty 
pieces of filver to the chief 
priefts and elders, faying, I 
have finned,in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood.” 
* And Cain faid unto the 
Lorp, My punifhment is 
greater than I can-bear.” 
Nor does the difference lie 
in mere confeflions of fin, or 
external reformation, in dil- 
igently running the round of 
duty, or in confident perfua- 
fions of pardon and accept- 
ance from Ged above. No: 
Balaam and David, Herod 
and Zaccheus, the Jews in 
the wildernefs and the royal 


penitent’on the Ifraelitifh 
throne, were all united here. 
** Balaam faid unto the angel 
of the Lorn, I have finned ; 
now, therefore, if it difpleafe 
thee, I will get me back a- 
gain.” ‘Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a juft 
man and an holy, and ob- 
ferved him; and when he 
heardhim hedidmanythings, 
and heard him gladly.” “The 
people of Ifrael came unto 
Mofes, and faid, We have 
finned ; for we have fpoken 
againft the Lorn, and againft 
thee.” 

Here let us. turn to the 
other fide of the fubject, and 
notice fome of the views and 
exercifes, which conftitute 
the difference between thofe 
feelings which are excited 
by the faving influences of 
the Holy Ghoft, and thofe 
which hypocrites may have. 
In the fir/ place, the diftrefs. 
ful feelings on account of fin, 
of which hypocrites may be 
the fubjects, proceed from 
fenfe of danger only. Sin- 
ners may makea fhift for a 
time to lull confcience into 
{tillnefs and ftupor. But it 
is hard to keep it always 
from ftarting and waking. 
And when it awakes, fin a- 
rifes in the view of the arouf- 
ed tranfgreflor, with a for- 
midable afpect. At the tri- 
bunalof his own confcience, 
he is awfully indicted; from 
the facred law of Gop fen- 
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tences . of | condemnation 
found in his ear; and he 
dreads that vengeance which 
he now apprehends to be near. 
Terror fits down, upon his 
mind. Diftrefs and anguifh 
occupy his thoughts. To 
falve this fore, the finner flies 
to refolutions, to promifes of 
amendment, and to vifible 
reftraints. Many, it is great- 
ly to be feared, pafs their 
whole lives away, without 
knowing any other religion, 
but confefling, réfolving, 
promifing and impofing tem- 
porary reftraints. But what 
are all thefe expedients? 
They are but fhort-lived 
mounds, thrown up to check 
for a fhort moment the aw- 
fully impetuous torrent of 
vice. Break down  thefe 
mounds, remove the terror, 
which put the finner on the 
ftuitlefs -work of  cafting 
theni up; and then, “ The 
dog willreturn to his vomit, 
and the fow that was wafhed, 
to her wallowing in the mire 
again.’ 

“It is not thus with thofe 
penitent feelings, which are 
excited by the faving influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghotft. 
No : thofe penitent exercifes, 
which are excited in the fouls 
of fmners, by that celeitial 
dgent, and are truly faving, 
proceed from hatred of ail 
fin, and,from deep felf-loath- 
ing on account of fin. “I 
have heard of thee,” fays a 


holy fufferer, “ I have heard 
of chive by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye feeth 
thee ; wherefore I abhor my- 
felf, and repent in duft and 
afhes.” Hence it is that the 
repenting foul cries out for 
the oppreffion of iniquity. 
Hence, too, arifes the contin- 
ued oppofition of his lieart 
to fin; and the fighing, the 
languifhing of his ons after 
grace, to rend away the very 
laft fibre of iniquity—to root 
fin wholly out, and to eftab- 
lifh the dominion of grace, 
and the reign of religion for- 
ever. Thecry of fuch a foul 
is like that of the royal pen- 
itent : “Wath me thorough- 
ly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanfe mé from my fin, 
Purge me with hyflop, and I 
fhall be clean ; wath me, and 
I fhall be whiter than fnow.” 
Futther, the diftrefsful 
feelings of the hypocrite pro- 
ceed from unbelief ; his heart 
is difaffeéted to the charaéter 
and government of God; 
and to the perfeétion and pu- 
rity of his law. He looks 
on the adorable God, not 
with the eyes of faith and 
love, but of . eftrangement 
and dread. He ftill loves fin, 
and mottrns that there is a 
God, and a law, to condemn 
and to punifh. Hence flow: 
all the terror, of the falfe, th 
fuperficial penitent. Hen 
flows all that terror, whic 
hypocrites may have. ‘T). 









word of God affures them, 
that Jefus Chrift has provid- 
ed a great,a glorious falva- 
tion for loft and ruined {fin- 
ners. It tenders to them 
confolations all divine. And 
why are they not comforted 
then? Becaufe they have 
never obeyed the call of the 
gofpel, nor received its prof- 
fered relief. And why have 
they never obeyed the voice 
of faving mercy, nor receiv- 
ed the falvation, tendered to 
them in the gofpel? Alas, 
their difaffection to God, 
their diflike of his word, has 
formed an awful cloud, to 
fhut out every ray of heart- 
felt light. ‘They have, there- 
fore, remained blind to the 
glory of God and of his 
Chrift. They have had no 
clear, no captivating views 
of the fuitablenefs or fufli- 
ciency of his falvation. The 
law has indeed thundered 
in their ears. Jts terrors have 
befet them on every fide. But 
to eafe this anguifh they be- 
take themfelves to refolutions 
and reftraints ; and, to get 
eafe, they fometimes look to 
Chriit to make up their de- 
fects,and give merit to their 
terrors and their fears. 

Far different from thefe 
are the feelings and the exer- 
cifes of the happy fubjects of 
that repentance, which is to 
falvation, and which needs 
not to be repented of. ‘The 
views and the feelings of fuch 

a 
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33 
fouls proceed from faith in 
God and his dear Son. Love 
to God, to Chrift, to the law 
and the gofpel of God, gives 
life, gives ftrength and ardor 
to ever penitent feeling. An 
impreflive fenfe of the love of 
God and of his Chrift makes 
them loathe and abhor them- 
felves. The welcome news 
of pardoning mercy pene- 
trates, breaks and melts their 
hearts. Believing views of 
fafety in venturing and truft- 
ing their fouls in the arms 
of bleeding, dying, faving, 
love, make them. look with 
deteftation on all fin, and 
with longing to Chrift for 
pardon, cleanfing, ftrength 
and victory. And thougk 
their fenfe of guilt and of de- 
merit is deep and humbling, 
it never frights them away 
from the horns of the altar, 
nor moves them to wrap 
themfelves up in the tattered 
rags of a {elf produced hope. 
No: the greate? fenfe of fin 
and of unworthinefs fpurs 
them on the mo/? to go to the 
mercy feat in Jefus’ name, 
and importunately implore 
the pardon of the Redeemer’s 
blood. Difcerning in the 
gofpel glafs the glory of God, 
the excelfency of Chrift, and 
the beauty of holinefs, they 
mourn their own deformity 
and diltance; they long for 
likenefs to their beloved 
Lord, and ftrain every nerve 
to “ perfect holinefs, and 














work out their owa falva- 
tion.”” O, with what impor- 
tunity do they breathe out 
the cry of the Pfalmift: “ Cre- 
atein me a clean heart, O 
God ; and renew a right fpir- 
it within me.” 

Further ftill, the appear- 
ance of penitent exercife in 
hypocrites is temporary, and 
produces, while it lafts, only 
a partial, external refornia- 
tion. In fome, all their relig- 
ious impreflions wear off very 
foon. ‘Their goodnefs is 
like the morning cloud and 
the early dew, which paffleth 
away.” In ion” their 
feelings of diftrefs ferve to 
quiet their confcience ; and, 
becaufe they have not been 
always fecure in their fins, 
they indulgea hope. Their 
diftrefs was the chief fource 
of their hope at firft, and by 
recourfe to it, in after times, 
it is {till buoyed up; and fo 
they are funk into carelefinefs 
and ftupor. Some fins in- 
deed they may have cut off ; 
but others are {till retained ; 
fome beloved idol, fome dar- 
ling viceis {till referved. Je- 
hu faid, “ Come with me, 
and fee my zeal for the Lord. 
Howbeit, from the fins of 
Jeroboam, who made Ifrael 
to fin, Jehu departed not.” 

From thefe feelings and 
exercifes that repentance, 
which is genuine and faving, 
is happily diftinguithed. This 
is alaiting principle, abiding 
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in the heart, and operating ia 
the life. It is not confined 
to grofs tran{fgreflions, nor to 
open offences; no: it ex- 
tends toall fin; it lays the 
axe to the root of fin, the 
corrupt heart, and to every 
fecret,as wellas public offence. 
It effects an entire change of 
temper and of conduct. It 
feeks to root out every fin. 
It firives after all holinefs ; 
and is never contented with 
its beft attainments while 
any imperfection remains. 
The cry of the true penitent 
is, like that of the royal proph- 
et, “ Who can underftand 
his errors? Lorp cleanfe 
thou me from fecret faults.” 





For the Magazine. 


EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON THE 
FORBIDDEN TREE, BY THE REY. 
NATHANIEL GILBERT. 


‘We fix our charge of 
univerfal depravity, breth- 
ren, on this fingle point; we 
afk you thefe plain queftions: 
Do you feel thofe difpofitions 
towards God, which become 
the relation of a creature? 
Are you naturally difpofed 
to love, to fear, to truft him 
{upremely ? To regard his 
favor asthe chief good; his 
difpleafureas the chief mifery 
of man? And are you dif- 
pofed to act accordingly ; re- 
nouncing every worldly, 
fenfual, or felfifh interett, 
that ftands in the way of 
your unrelerved obedience 








to his will and command- 

ments ? If you do not, if you 

have nothing of this dutiful 

purpofe, this devotednefs of 
heart and life to God, you 

are a child of difobedience, 

and the love of God is not 

in you. Be you what you 

may to your fellow creatures, 

you are a rebel towards your 

God; and think not that 

fuch a plea will avail you 

before him any more, than it 

would avail a traitor to al- 
lege before his prince, that 

to his fellow fubjects he had 

always obferved the laws of 
righteoufnefs and fidelity. 

Had a good moral conduct, 

in the ordinary contracted. 
fenfe of the term, been an a-. 
vailable plea at God’s tribu-. 
nal in arreft of judgment, our 

firft parents had not been 

condemned. But the vanity 

of fuch a plea we readily per- 

ceive in their cafe. And 

what can prevent our per- 

ceiving it in our own, but 

that ftrange forgetfulnefs of 
God, both of what he is and 

of what he requires, which 

is at once an effect and a 

proof of the natural depravi- 

ty of man ?” , 


re 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE REV. MR. 
KICHERER’S NARRATIVE OF HIS 
MISSION AMONG THE HOTTEN- 
TOTS AND BOSCHEMEN. 


It may not be improper here to 
mtroduce fome account of thefe wild 


people. They have no idea what- 


Extraés from Kicherer’s Narrative of bis Miffion. 


































35° 


ever of the Supreme Being, confe-, 
quently they practife no kind of wor. 
fhip. They have however a fuper- 
{titious reverence for alittle infe& 
known by the name of the Creeping- 
leaf, a fight of which they conceive ing. 
dicates fomething fortunate, and to 
kill it, they fuppofe will bring a curfe 
upon the perpetrator, ‘They have 
fome notion of an evil fpirit, which, 
they imagine, produces mifchief, 
particularly the difeafes, which they 
endure, and to countera¢t his evil pure. 
pofes, a fart of men are employed to 
blow, and make a humming noife over 
the fick, which they fometimes con- 
tinue for many hours together. 
Their manner of life is extremely 

wretched and difgufting. They de- 
light to fmear their bodies with the 
fat of animals, mingled with a pow- 
der which makes them fhine. They 
are utter ftrangers to cleanlinefs, as 
they never. wath their bodies, but fuf- 
fer the dirt to accumulate, fo that it 
will hang a confiderable length from 
their elbows.. Their huts are form- 
ed by digging a hole in the earth a- 
bout three feet deep, and then mak- 
ing a roof of reeds, which is howev- 
er infufficient to keep off the rains. 
Here they lie clofe together like pigs 
inaftye. They are extremely lazy, 
{fo that nothing will roufe them to 
ation, but exceffive hunger, They 
will continue feveral days together 
without food, rather than be at pains 
to procure it. When conftrained to 
{alley forth for prey, they are dexter- 
ous in deftroying the various beatts, 
which abound in the country ;* but 
when they cannot procure thefe, they- 


*-«< The wild beafts: are always fhot 
with poifoned darts. They take the 
poison out of the jaw bone of the ferpent, 
and put it on the point of the dart or 
harping iron. They then creep behind 
the fmall bufbes, where theg conceal: 


themfcloes, and attack the beaft when; 


about the diflance of an hundred fleps. : 


If the dart wound him in the flighieft 
degree, the Hottentot is fure of his. prey 5 
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Extracts from Kicherer’s 


make fhift to live upon fnakes, mice, 
and the moft deteftable creatures they 
can find. ‘There are fome fpontane- 
ous productions of the earth of the 
bulbous kind, which’ they alfo eat, 
particularly the cermeron, which is 
as large as a child’s head, and the 
baroo, about the fize of an apple ; 
there arealfofome littie berries, which 
are eatable, and which the women go 
out to gather; but the men are too 
idle to do this. 

They are total ftrangers to domef. 
tic happinefs. ‘The men have fever- 
al wives, but conjugal affection is 
little known. They take no great 
care of their children, and never cor 
re& them, except ina fit of rage, 
when they almoit kill them by fevere 
ufage. In aquarrel between fath- 
er and mother, or the feveral wives of 
an hufband, the defeated party 
wreaks his or her revenge on the 
child of the conqueror, which ia gen- 
eral lofes its life. ‘Tame Hottentots 
{eldom deftroy their offspring, ex- 
cept ina fit of pafiion, but the Bof- 
chemen will kill their children with- 
out remorfe on various occafions, as 
when they are ill fhaped, when they 
are in want of food, when the fath- 
er of a childthas forfaken its moth- 
er, or when obliged to flee from the 
farmers or others; in which 
cafe they will ftrangle them, fmoth- 
er them, caft them away in the def- 
art, or bury them alive. There are 
inftances of parents throwing their 
tender offspring to the hungry lion, 
who ftands roaring before their cav- 
ern, refufing to depart till fome peace 
offering be made him. In general 
their clildren ceafe to be the objects 
of a mother’s care as foon as they are 
able to crawl about inthe field. They 


Sometimes the wounded beaft falls down 
dead immediately; in other cafes be 
purfues it for a time, and at length fuc- 
ceeds. They then take out the wounded 
part, and cat the reft without injury. 
They can run almoft as well as a horfe. 


Narrative of his Miffion. 


go out in the morning, and when they 
return in the evening, an old fheep-« 
fkin to lie upon, and a little milk or 
piece of meat, if they have it, is all 

have to expect. In fome few 
iitances however you meet with a 
{park of natural affection, which plac- 
es them on a level with the brute cre- 
ation. 

The Bofchemen frequently forfake 
ther aged relations, when removing 
from place to place for the fake of 
hunting. In this cafe they leave the 
old perfon with a piece of meat and 
an oftrich egg-fhell full of water ; as 
foon as this little ftock is exhauited) 
the poor deferted creature mutt perifh. 
by hunger, or become the prey of the 
wild beafts. Many of thefe wild 
Hottentots live by plunder and mur~ 
der, and are guilty of the moft horrid 
and atrocious actions. 

Such are the people to whom the 
providence of God has directed our 
courfe ; and among them, blefled be 
his name, he has been pleafed to call 
many to the fellowfhip of the gofs, 
pel, and to‘render them diftinguifhed 
trophies of his almighty grace. 

At this time I deeply felt the 
great need and importance of prayer. 
I wasenabled often to bend my, knees, 
jointly with my little flock, before 
Him, who had promifed that he 
would take the heathen for his inher- 
itance. Proftrate at his feet, I was 
peculiarly affifled in wreftling earn- 
eftly for the bleffing ; and felt a hap- 
py freedom in pleading Chrift’s own 
words in this cafe, and in relying on 
his faithfulnefs to fulfil them. I 
fhall never forget this remarka. 
ble feafon. It was wonderful to 
me to obferve that, frequently, the 
more dark and gloomy my profpec 
was, the more abundantly the {pirit 
of prayer was given to me, fo that I 
was enabled to fhelter myfelf in Je- 
fus, to lay fait hold on him by faith, 
and to commend thefe favages to his 
free love and grace. From this time 
the number of the Bofchemen con. 
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fiderably increafed, and I began to 


find fome encouragement in my work, . 


Often did I feel inexpreflibly happy 


when fetting forth to thefe poor per- 
ifhing creatures theinfinite grace of 
Redeemer. Frequently have I begun 


my work fighing ; and concluded it. 


exulting with joy and gladnefs ofheart. 


It was very affecting to obferve how. 


amazed they were, when I told them 


of a God, and of the refurreétion of. 


the dead, They knew not how to 
exprefs their aftonifhment in terms 


fufficiently ftrong, that they fhould 


have lived fo long without ever hav- 
ing thought of the Divine Being. 
Ever after this they would call me 
their E40, or Father. Sometimes 
the impreffion, which the word made 
upon the people, was fo great, that 
it feemed as if we had got above all 
difappointment ; but at other times 
the natural inconflancy of the Bof- 
chemen feemed to reverfe every prom- 
ifing fign. It is impofhible to ex- 
prefs what extraordinary fupplies of 
patience, prudence, and fortitude we 
needed at the beginning of this 
work. However, fome of the 
peopie now began to pray. “O 

ord Jefus Chrift,” they would fay, 
«¢’'Thou haft made the fun, the moon, 
the hills, the rivers, the bufhes; 
therefore thou haft power alfo to 
change my heart. O, be pleafed to 
make it entirely new.”? Some told 
us they had not been able to fleep all 
night, for forrow on account of their 
fins, and that they had been forced 
to rifle to pray. Others faid, that 
on their hunting parties they had 
felt a fudden impulfe to proftrate 
themfelves before the Lord, and to 
pray fora renewed heart. We were 
glad to hear this; yet we thought 
it our duty to be cautious, and not 
to take it for granted that all this 
was true and fincere. 

When we fitft entered upon our 
work, we laboured to convince our 
hearers by arguments addrefled to 
their underflandings ; but our en- 


deavours in this way had little fuc- 
cefs. They continually raifed ob- 
jeGtions and difficulties. We then 


reforted to another method; we in- 


fifted, chiefly on the dying love of. 


Chrift, in the moft fimple and affec- 
tionate manner; we reprefented him 
as the all fufficient friend of loft and 
helplefs finners; tenderly inviting 
them to come to him that they might. 
be faved; and intreating them to 
give the fair trial of experience to 
our doétrine, by praying to. Jefus. 


Since we have adopted this method, 


the Lord has been pleafed to make 
the word. effeCtual to many fouls, 
From time to time our hearers, who 
were before impenetrable, came to us,. 


and, with tears in their eyes, declared. 
that they perceived more and. more. 


the truth and excellency of the gof- 
pel, which we preached, finding it 


to be the power, of- God to their, 
falvation. This was particularly the 


cafe of the tame Hottentots, who oc- 
cafionally heard us. 

One of the firft converts at this. 
time was the old Hottentot John. 
From fome time paft he had felt a 
{trong inclination to. come and hear 
the word of God. From this defign 
fome of the neighbouring farmers, 
being carnal men, had endeavoured 
to diffuade him, infinuating that I 
fhould either fellor kilthim. How. 


ever, he could not refift his internal 


monitor. He came and heard. Hay- 
ing fat a few days under the found. 


of the gofpel, he began to cry aloud 
under the painful fenfe of his fins, 
which he compared for number to 


the fands of the defarts Indeed he- 


had been an atrocious offender. Afa 
ter he bad mourned bitterly for fome 
time on account of his tranigeffions, 
he began to {peak of the love of 
Chrift to finners in general, and to, 
himfelfin particular. This was now 
his darling topic all the day long, 
while his tears overflowed with love. 
and gratitude. His heart was now 
fo entirely taken up with the things. 
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ef God, that he could fearcely bear 
to {peak of any thing elfe ; when 
fpoken to on fome worldly bufinefs, 
he would fay—‘ O I have fpoken 
too much about the world, let me 
now fpeak of Chrift.” Indeed, he 
did {peak of him in a way that great- 
ly furprifed me; I am perfuaded he 
never heard any perfon fpeak the 
fame things. He was moft evident- 
ly and eminently taught of God. In 
the mean time his walk and conver- 
fation was fuch as became his pro- 
feffion. In his heathenifh ignorance 
he had formerly four wives, and two 
at the time of his coming to hear 
the gofpel. He came to me one 
day and faid, he muft put away his 
two wives. | afked him why ? He 
anfwered me, * becaufe, when I go 
to God in prayer, my heart tell me 
it is bad, and Chrift more near to me 
than ten thoufand wives.” “I will 
fupport them ; I will work for them; 
and will ftay till God change their 
hearts; then I will take the firft 
whofe heart be changed.” After a 
fhort but lively courfe of grace, 


- 





which continued five or fix months,, 
the Lord laid him on a fick bed, from, 


which he never recovered. He now 


_ upon being carried to our 


e of worfhip, faying, that as long 
as.he could hear, he would endeavour 
to catch fome of the words of life. 
Two days before his death I went 
to fee him. [| afked him how he 
felt. ‘ A little low fpirited,’’ was 
his anfwer ; “for though I am {ure 
I have furrendered every inch of my- 
felf to Chrift, from the moment I 
firft faw his lovelinefs, yet I am not 
fo certain at prefent whether he has 
accepted of my furrender.” I en- 
deavoured to fatisfy him on this fub- 
ject ; but he found no clearnefs till 
the day of his departure, when, call- 
ing on him again, he faid to me, ** O 
Sir, I now fee that the Lord Je- 
fus love me with an everlafting love ; 
that he has accepted me, and that he 
will be my portion forever; and 
now, though the vileft finner on 
earth, relying on his blood and right. 
eoulnefs, I will die and go to Chrift, 
and there I will wait for you.” 
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ANECDOTES. 


S1x John Mafon, privy counfellor 
to King Henry VIII. %c. upon 
his death bed delivered himfelf to 
thofe about him, to this purpofe : 
‘«¢ T have feen five princes, and been 
privy counfellor to four. I have 
feen the moft remarkable obferva- 
tions in foreign parts, and been pref- 
ent at moft ftate tranfactions for thir- 
ty years together, and have learned 
this, after fo many years experience, 
that ferioufnefs is the greateft wif- 
dom, temperance the beft phyfic, and 
a good confcience the beft eftate: 
and, were I to live again, I would 
change the court for a cloifter, my 
privy counfellor’s buftles for a here 
mit’s retirement, and the whole kfe 


I lived in the palace, for one hour’s 
enjoyment of God in the chapel. All 
things elfe forfake me, befides my 
God, my duty, and my prayer.” 
Dr. Donne, a perfon of great 
parts and learning, being upon his. 
death bed, and taking his folemn 
farewell of his friends, left this with 
them: I repent of all my life, but 
that part of it I {pent in communion 
with my God and doing good. 
CyrEL, an eminent and pious fa~ 
ther of the primitive church, _ who 
flourifhed A. D. 365, ufed often to 
cbferve :—* Some come to church 
to fee fafhions, othersto meet friends.;, 





Ordinations. 


‘yet it is better to come fo than not 
at all; for, in the mean time, the 
net is caft out, and they, who intends 
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he may bring them to life eternal. 
The ingenious M. Pafcal kept al« 


ed nothing lefs, are drawn in to ways inmind this maxim, ‘ Avoid 
Chrift, who catches them, not pleafure and fuperfluity.”” 
deftroy them, but that, being dead, 
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ORDINATIONS, 


On Wednefday, 1ft Jan. was or- 
dained over the weft church in Bof- 
ton, Rev. Cuartes Lowe tt, A. 
M. Rev. Mr. Channing made the 
introductory, Rev. Mr. Sanger, of 
Bridgewater, the confecrating, Rev. 
Mr. Harris, of Dorchelter, a con- 
cluding prayers. Rev. Mr. Porter, 
of Roxbury, preached from John 
xvi1. 17. Rev. Profeflor Ware, of 
Cambridge, gave the charge; and 
Rev. Mr. Buckminfter expreffed 
the fellowfhip of the churches. 

At Bath, Maine, Rev. WiLLiam 
Jenxs. 


In the fecond fociety of Winds 
ham, Con. on the 5th of December, 
Rev. Cornetivs Apams. Rev. 
William B. Ripley made the intro 
duétory,' Rev. Elifha Atkins the 
confecrating, Rev. Abiel Williams 
the concluding prayers. Rev. Erafs 
tus Learned preached from II. Co 
rinthians 1v. 7; Rev. Andrew Lee 
gave the charge; and Rev. Abiel 
Abbot exprefled the fellowfhip of 
the churches. 
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OBITUARY. 


December 14, deceafed at Hamp- 
tonfalls, Mr. NarHanieEL BACHEL= 
DER, aged 753; a man remarkable 
for his fufferings, and his patience 
under them. For more than 53 
years, his once vigorous conftitution 
and athletic body were exercifed with 
great debility, and often with long 
and painful ficknefles. To him may 
we apply the language of the apof- 
tle, he was in deaths oft. Yet his a- 
rmiable difpofition, good inftruGions, 


cheerful piety, and uncommon pa-* 


tience greatly endeared him to his 
friends, and efpecially to the numer- 
ous and worthy family of his brother, 
who fhared in his affli@tions. His 
intellectual faculties were good, and 
but little impaired till near the clofe 
of life. is mind and heart were 
improved by meditation and reading 
the holy fcriptures and books of pr 


ety. For a number of years he 
was a worthy member of the church 
of Chrift. Though deprived of the 
privilege of attending ‘the ordinances 
of God’s houfe, yet he thought the 
duty of publickly profeffing Chrift, 
and becoming a member of his vifible 
kingdom, too facred and important. 
to be negleéted. As he lived a life 
of fubmiffive, thankful piety and des 
votion, trufting in the mercy of God, 
through the merits of thé Redeemer, 
fo was he comforted by his promifes, 
fuftained by his grace, and cheered 
by a hope of future glory and bleffs 
ednefs ; and we truft 1s now reaping 
a harveft of joy with thofe, who are 
made perfec through much tribulation. 
Be ye not flothful, but followers of them, 
who throuh faith and patienee, are nia 
inbsrizting the promifes. Q: 








4 
ue 
ds 
Pit : 
mes al 
A a tf 
ah 
: ig 
o ¥ 
a oath 
\ 4 af ‘ 
aR or 
qi 
‘ « " 
wet | 
¥ i 
2} ae 
a 
“: i 


te 
- 





=. 
re 


pe —_ 
ees ee 








40 | Poetry, 


POETRY. 


(ORIGINAL.) 


TIME. 


Our time like a river rolls on, 
And {weeps our beft feafons away ; 
Adown its fwift torrent we pafs, 
Nor make we a moment’s delay. 


An endlefs eternity {preads 

An ocean unbounded, untried ; 

‘To it, on each current of life, 

We foftly, yet rapidly glide. 
Behold then, my foul, with furprife, 
The rath fons of folly and crime ; 
They lie on the rack of the mind, 
Contriving the wafte of their time. 


Their time hangs a weight on their 
hands, 

'Though{moothly and fwiftly it flies ; 

O’erftock’d with their burdenfome 
days, 

They {pend them in paftime and vice. 

But paufe, O ye thoughtlefs, while yet 

Refle&tion may not be in vain ; 

Mutt life itfelf go to procure 

An endlefs endurance of pain ? 


The moments are now on the wing, 
Which finally fix your eftate ; 
As now you ‘fhall venture to liv Cy 


So , finally, will be your fate. 


The clock is wound up once for all, 
The hand is advancing with hatte ; 
May mercy, almighty and free, 
Secure you from ruin at latt ! 

My ranfomed foul, now awake ! 
Redeem, O redeem thy loft hours ; 
Devote to thy God and his Chrift 
Thy nobleit, thy moft a€tive powers. 








(sELECTED.) 

The following lines on Death, fubjoined 
to a bill of mortality, are from the 
pious and elegant author of the Tasx. 

From a London Magazine. 

Felix qui potuit rerum cognofcere 

caufas, 

Quique metus omnes et inexorabile 

fatum 

Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque A- 


cherontis avari! viRGIL. 


Happy the mortal, who has trac’d 
effects 

To their firft caufe, caft fear beneath 
his feet, 

And death, and roaring hell’s vorae 
cious fires ! 


‘T'HANKLEss for favoursfromonhigh, 
Man thinks he fades too foon ; 

Though ’tis his privilege to die, 
Would he improve the boon : 


But he, not wife enough to fcan 
His beit concerns aright, 


Would gladly ftretch life’s little fpan 
To ages, if he might. 


To ages ina world of pain— 
T’o ages, where he goes 

Gall’d by affliGtion’s heavy chain, 
And hopelefs of repofe. 


Strange fondnefs of the human heart, 
Enamour’d of its harm ! 
Strange world—that coftsus fo much 
{mart, 
And ftill has power to charm ! 


Whence has the world her magic 
power ? 
Why deem we death a foe ? 
Recoil from weary life’s beft hour, 
And covet longer woe ?: 


The caufe is confcience—Confcience 
oft 
Her tale of guilt renews ; 
Her voice is terrible, though foft, 
And dread of death enfues. 


Then anxious to be longer fpar’d, 
Man mourns his fleeting breath ; 

All evils then feem light, compar’d 
With the approach of death. 


Tis judgment fhakes him—there’s 
the fear 
That prompts his wifh to ftay ; 
He has incurr’d a long arrear, 
And mutt defpair to pay. 


Pay !__ follow Chrift, and all is paid, 
lis death your peace infures ; 
Think onthe grave w here He w aslaid, 
And calm defcend to yours. 





